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HOMES THAT DELIGHT, INSPIRE AND INTRIGUE

Amit Khanna Karan Desai Krish Kothari Natasha Shah Prasanna & Roopashree Parvatikar




THE HOUSE
WITH A GARDEN

Project: 40V60 House, Gurugmm; Anchitects: Amit Kiianna Dezign ﬂ.}:s:-e;[:ﬂr_a

This private villa in Gurugram reimagines zoning regulations into a
garden showcasing how restrictions can be positive too
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oning regulations have delermined the
charactss af Tor centuries. Ever since
the first lirg in London, Tollowing which the

mandates of setting buildings apart came inl
leing o ibly to @void fres spread
thaich g5}
the use of offsets, or "sethacks”, Quits imposssble
o implerment in densely populated urban centers
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wh {15 &t a premium, these regulations
Fave nonethele d the desin of suburkas

around {fie world. Gurogram, set southwest of
Delhi. is no different

Land parcels of 500 3g.M1 in Gurugram
miiss foflow a dm sethack to both the front and rear
of buitthngs and they must further contend itk
A 7m x 3m lmear open space eating into the
buifiking
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1 footprint that 15 mirored to ong side with
plots. This has created a bkt form of
drivaways with high party wails abutiing

ey bulldings, canyons of darkness
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The open stair and skylight combine to flood the entrance of the house with
natural light. The resultant garden is 40% of the plot area, an unheard of extravagance
in the area, fast densifying into four storey apartment blocks.
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The idea of shade is
central to the planning of the
building. Both the east and west
facades have deep overhangs
that consistently protect
the living and sleeping areas
from the fierce summer sun
of North India.

These are often userpad by enchosed balcomy
spaces, covered driveways and ewery conceivable
architectursd ek to circumvent the necessiy for
open space. The diminutive bried was therefare &
blessing in disquise. Tasked with building caly 850
S0 ML on a site that would normally have been built
ot o 1500 Sg Mo neant that th project could be
designed free fram the need 1o conform to the auter
setback line mandated by city plannees. To this end,
an internal brief was created - thal 40% of the hause
st bie 4 garden and 60% of the house mist ook
into It Hence the name, 40060 Howse,

The strategy te meet this mtemal requirement
was 1o consokdale Al the open area requiremsents
inte @ garden 4t the sauth and west of the plal The
built partion was then arranged a5 8 "L around
the 200 5q.ML garden, so that all but ane of the 5
bedrooms ook into the green aned. The junction of
Lhe L was used to stack Lhe kibchen and an internal
sLaer whach draws its ot [rony above, iluminated by
i skylight. The open sk and skylight combine to
lkood the entramce of the house with nalusal light. The
resuiltant garden is 0% of he plol ared, an unbeard
of extriviagance in the area, fast densifying inlo four
storey apartment blacks

The idea of shade i= central to the planning of the
building. Bath the east and west facades have deep
overhangs thal consistently protect the Iving and
sleaping areas fram Lhe letce summer sun of Morth
India. T the extreme wast of the building, and nght
opposite the man gates, a bock wall dissipates into
a dense screen that ilfers the harsh evening sun and
sofify illuminates the interiar spaces

Bpprow:hed centrally from outside the plot. the
erlry s = set up on the side of the garden and
leadts dirsctly into a deep verandah. This werandah 15
set araund the entrance door, but can be accessed
directiy fram the fiving and dining spaces. These
ground beeed spaces blur the baundary between the
sweTiming pood 19 the rear and the garden 1q the front,
creating a continuous wisual slong the entirg length of
the property. Emphasizing this lzngth is a rough hewn
stene widl that wraps the baufding at the ground level
0n the first flooy, the bedrooms look min the garden
fram two directions. On the second fioor, the certral
space is planned as an entertainment der and opans
up e the front and resr once more. & subierranean
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lewel k& pecessed from outside the house (altheugh the
ntertal elevater does travel down for ermergencias)
and has the home office, storage and gy
£ £ £ £ : HPEH Choosing materials sustainably 1s rarely
One of the key internal requirements of the practice is to deliver buildings o s cus e maliabwens
that are built well and last a long time. To this end, the external materials chosen ehosen for thelr local availability and the abilty of
H HR craltamen 1o kandie the matesalz. On the other hand,

are chosen for their ability to age gracefully. ik tarior WiNowid e Phisen fod thile ety
thermal and scouste perormance, despite the
herently carbon intensive shipping process from
Germany. [he kichen and bithrogm wanities are
speilied in stainless steed for longewly, and sensor
Dbased lights are used Mroughout the homs. Apan
Trarm Me rovdl hewn boundary wall, he facads
baicks, roaling liles and Nooring sfone are all selecled
Iram docally svisilable options. One ol the key inlemal
requitemenls of the practice is (o debver buildimgs
that are built well and 1as1 a long time. To thisend,
the extemal malerals chosen are chosen for thelr
abilily Lo age gracelully,

Far too alten, fofing ragulabions arg 5es0 a5 8
constraint an architechmal virteasity, an urweicome
l=ash on craatiaty. This project reimagmas the
mandated open spaces and approprstes them toks
owm reguirements. The resulting garden is ceniral to
the clients experence of the house and nod juest from
the deeply shadad exterior spaces, but {rom wathin
{he Erge glazing aif the intador spaces a5 well,
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